HANDOUT:  Setting The Stage
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Theater Style:  Major option for large groups.  Discourages interaction and sharing of ideas, indicates communication is one-way, leader to audience.  Good for lectures, speeches, etc.











Classroom Style:  Can be used for small to large groups.  Difficult to see other participants.  Focus is toward leader/facilitator, tables encourage note taking and are more comfortable than theater style setting.  Good for seminars and other meetings with limited audience contribution.


 








Hollow Square and Solid Square:  No head of table.  All participants can see each other, encourages dialogue, difficult to see persons on same side of table.  Best for groups under 20.  Discourages use of flip charts, overheads, LCD projector or other A-V materials.   
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U-shaped:  Should have participants seated on outside only.  Allows for interaction with leader and other participants, good for groups of under 30 participants, reduces barrier between participants and leader, allows for improved eye contact.
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Half Rounds:  Can be used with large numbers of participants, allows group at table to interact, does not facilitate interaction between tables with group as a whole, focuses attention on leader, allows participants to see flip chart or other visual aids.  Can be used with large number of participants.  (Never allow participants to sit with their backs to the facilitator.)














Chevron:  A modified classroom style which makes it easier to see other participants, more conducive to dialogue among participants than theater or classroom.
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